FEATURE STORY

ALL-TIME GREATS

Take a look back in our history and you’ll find plenty of
outstanding athletes. These particular stars all brought
something extra-special to their sports.

CHANTAL PETITCLERC (BORN 1969)
SAINT-MARC-DES-CARRIERES, QUE.

When an accident at age 13 left her paraplegic — unable to use her legs — Petitclerc started
swimming to keep fit and get stronger. At 17, she discovered wheelchair racing, the sport where

she would excel. Petitclerc won five gold medals and broke three world records at the 2004
Paralympics in Greece, and repeated that astonishing feat at the 2008 Paralympics in China.
In total, she won 21 medals at five Paralympic Games. She still holds the world records in the
200- and 400-metre events. In 2016, she was named to the Canadian Senate.
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WILLIE O’REE
(BORN 1935)

FREDERICTON, N.B.

It was known as the colour barrier — a sort
of unofficial, unwritten agreement among
owners of professional sports teams that only
white athletes should be allowed to play. (The

amazing Jackie Robinson broke baseball’s
colour barrier in 1946 when he played a
season with the Montreal Royals, the Brooklyn
Dodgers' minor league team.) It took more
than a decade for the same thing to happen
in the NHL. The player was Willie O’Ree, a
speedy skater who had played all over New
Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario before the
Boston Bruins put him on the ice in 1958. He
retired from the game in the late 1970s.
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PERCY WILLIAMS
(1908-1982)

VANCOUVER, B.C.

He was small, but he was fast.
Percy Williams had suffered from
rheumatic fever when he was

a boy, which can damage the
heart. His doctors told him to

be careful, and not exercise too
hard. He ignored them. Williams
weighed just 57 kilograms when
he competed for Canada at the
1928 Olympics in Amsterdam.
The other runners in the 100-
and 200-metre races were the
fastest ever, not to mention much
bigger and heavier than Williams,
but he beat them all, winning
gold in both events. After the
Olympics, he toured the United
States, racing 22 times in three
weeks and losing just once.
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LIONEL CONACHER
(1902-1954)

EILARA BUEHES,
(BORN 1972)
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